
Study Assignment One 

 

 

Readings 

• Patricia Buckley Ebrey, Cambridge Illustrated History of China, pp. 6-37. 

• Happy Goat Productions Blog on “Orientalism, Cultural Appropriation, and Critical 
Thinking”: https://www.happygoatproductions.com/blog/2017/1/22/orientalism-
cultural-appropriation-and-critical-thinking-part-one?rq=orientalism 

• Patricia Ebrey, Chinese Civilization: A Sourcebook, pp. 1-7. 

• K.C. Chang, “Ancient China and its Anthropological Significance” in Symbols, 1984. 

• K.C. Chang, “The “Meaning” of Shang Bronze Art” in Asian Art, Spring 1990. 

 

 

 

Activities 

1. This one is just for you, just for kicks, and you are more than welcome to skip this. 
Complete the map of China below by filling in the following.  

a. the two major rivers 

b. two major cities 

c. three bordering countries 

d. mark high mountain ranges 

You may use this website to help you with this assignment: 
http://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/geo/proper.htm 

https://www.happygoatproductions.com/blog/2017/1/22/orientalism-cultural-appropriation-and-critical-thinking-part-one?rq=orientalism
https://www.happygoatproductions.com/blog/2017/1/22/orientalism-cultural-appropriation-and-critical-thinking-part-one?rq=orientalism
http://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/geo/proper.htm


 

2. Complete the assigned reading: Ebrey, Cambridge Illustrated History, pp. 6-37. 

3. Contemplate your understanding of “Orientalism” and why this topic is important for 
your role as a future doctor of Chinese medicine. Ideally, discuss this with each other 
and perhaps a colleague who might disagree with you. 

4. For the last three readings, consider the following two questions. Clearly distinguish 
between historical fact, an author’s option, and your personal reflection. 

a. What was the role of shamanism in early Chinese civilization and how did it 
contribute to its development? 

b. How might this information inform your future practice of Chinese medicine? In 
other words, try and envision the significance of what you have learned in the 
readings for your future clinical practice. 

5. Take notes on all your readings and come up with two lists for each of the three topics 
for our next session (geography, orientalism, and Shang shamanism): 

a. Significant information you learned. 

b. Facts or opinions or interpretations that you disagree with. 

c. Most importantly: questions! 

6. With all of this, have fun! And if this is way too much and I am overwhelming you, 
PLEASE let me know!!! 


